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What is waste?



Van Dale: “Het geen weggegooid wordt” 
“Anything, thrown away”

“Something that is discarded by someone, implicating a sense of 
uselessness” (Drackner, 2005)



Trash from a structuralist perspective and 
from a agency perspective 





Mary Douglas (1992):

“Dirt is matter out of place”





Strasser (1999):

‘What counts as trash, depends on who’s counting’





Structual- Symbolic approach: 

Waste as a mirror for society and the system we created

Afval als spiegel voor de samenleving en het systeem waar wij 
onderdeel van maken



Speaking about capitalist system, 
consumerism and the throwaway society

      Anything as disposable?



Who do we consider waste? People as 
disposable? 

Theory on precariousness, precariousness and informality

The modern/capitalist system is treating people similar to capitalist objects

Creating the “surplus populations” (Bauman, 2004)

Disposable forms of life
- Migrant labourers 

- Refugees 

- Illegality

- Flexibel rent and housing contracts



Nevertheless,

This is also a story about agency and power



“Waste can also be seen as a resource for human life”





Who are the can collectors?

Wie zijn statiegeldverzamelaars?

















“The one who touches trash –
becomes trash” 

&

“Trash is always somebody elses resposability”



Dilemma

Rejecting the system, reclaiming autonomy, new 
addictions



Werkvorm in groepjes van vijf (10 min)

How do we design forms of social protection that do not 
punish or erase the autonomous survival strategies people 

create when excluded from modern structures?

Think about the risks of:

Paternalism

Police interventions

Attempts to force people back into standardized life paths

Policies aimed at normalization instead of support





Media wave







Beleidsgolf



Gesprekken…



Questions?
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